
Chapter 6-7 Quiz 

1) What is demography? 
A) an "actual enumeration" of the 

population 
B) a mosaic of racial, ethnic, and cultural 

groups 
C) the distribution of the population's 

beliefs about politics and policy issues 
D) an accounting of who the American 

people are and what they believe 
E) the science of human populations 

2) Television, radio, newspapers, magazines, the 
Internet, and other forms of communication 
are collectively referred to as the ___ _ 

A) world of high-tech politics 
B) fourth branch of government 
C) World Wide Web 
D) mass media 
E) media conglomeration 

3) The textbook discusses three important agents 
that can socialize Americans to participate in 
the political process. What are they? 

A) the family, the schools, and the political 
parties 

B) the schools, politicians, and political 
parties 

C) the media, the schools, and the family 
D) the schools, the family, and politicians 
E) the family, the media, and political 

parties 

4) In 1934, Congress created which body to 
regulate the use of the airwaves? 

A) Federal Trade Commission 
B) Department of the Interior 
C) Department of Media Communications 
D) Federal Communications Commission 
E) Equal Opportunity Commission 
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5) To what do political scientists attribute the 
relatively restrained scope of government 
activities in the United States compared to 
most European nations? 

A) the absence of elitist thinking in 
America 

B) the predominance of conservative 
thinking in America 

C) the absence of moderate thinking in 
America 

D) the absence of pluralist thinking in 
America 

E) the predominance of liberal thinking in 
America 

6) The primary interest of publicly owned media 
is · the primary interest of privately 
owned media is ___ _ 

A) serving the public interest; making a 
profit 

B) making a profit; serving the public 
interest 

C) serving the state; serving the people 
D) undermining democracy; supporting 

democracy 
E) spreading propaganda; being as 

objective as possible 

7) Which value most accurately describes the 
number of adult Americans who voted in the 
presidential election of 2012? 

A) 1/2 of adult American citizens 
B) 8/10 of adult American citizens 
C) 1I4 of adult American citizens 
D) 1/10 of adult American citizens 
E) 1I3 of adult American citizens 

8) An intentional news leak for the purpose of 
assessing the political reaction to that news is 
called a(n) __ _ 

A) media event 
B) talking head 
C) investigative journalism event 
D) press conference 
E) trial balloon 



9) What technique is the key to the accuracy of 
public opinion polls? 

A) response rate 
B) random sampling 
C) indexing 
D) question format 
E) sample size 

10) Which of the following is a consequence of the 
rise of television broadcasting? 

A) Individuals have a greater need for 
political parties to help them make 
decisions. 

B) The American public has become more 
politically informed. 

C) Candidates are more capable of running 
for office on their own by appealing to 
people directly through TV. 

D) Congress has received more television 
coverage compared to the other two 
branches of government. 

E) Groups have greater access to spread 
their issues and messages to the public. 

11) Increasing public attention to specific 
problems is a core feature of the media's 
____ power. 

A) agenda-setting 
B) watchdog 
C) gate-keeping 
D) score-keeping 
E) investigative 

12) Although the telephone poll is an affordable 
method of gauging public opinion, what is 
one of its disadvantages? 

A) People are substantially less willing to 
participate in polls over the telephone 
than in person. 

B) Federal law prohibits the use of 
automated random-digit-dialing 
programs to unlisted numbers. 

C) Telephone questionnaires tend to be 
more interesting and engaging when 
being conducted over cell phones. 

D) Unlisted numbers cannot be reached by 
telephone polls. 

E) People are substantially less willing to 
participate in polls over the telephone, if 
they are independent voters. 
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13) According to decades of survey data, which 
ideological label do more Americans choose 
for themselves? 

A) pluralist 
B) conservative 
C) liberal 
D) populist 
E) moderate 

14) The cozy relationship between politicians and 
the press in the twentieth century lasted until 
when? 

A) the commercialization of television 
B) the beginning of Franklin Roosevelt's 

presidency 
C) the Vietnam War and Watergate 
D) the Iran Hostage Crisis 
E) World War II 

15) What is the effect of aging on political 
participation? 

A) Aging increases political participation. 
B) Aging decreases political participation 

among women, but not men. 
C) Aging has no discernible effect on 

political participation. 
D) Aging decreases political participation. 
E) Aging increases political participation 

among men, but not women. 

16) The use of in-depth reporting to unearth 
scandals, scams, and schemes, at times 
putting reporters in adversarial relationships 
with political leaders, is referred to as 
____ journalism. 

A) investigative 
B) law-and-order 
C) guard-dog 
D) criminalistic 
E) gatekeeping 

17) Paradoxically, as technology has enabled the 
media to pass along information with greater 
speed, news coverage has become ___ _ 

A) less thorough 
B) more biased 
C) more thorough 
D) more objective 
E) less biased 



18) Survey data plainly show that citizens with 
above-average levels of political knowledge 
are more likely to have stable and consistent 
opinions on policy issues and to participate in 
the political process by doing what? 

A) by protesting 
B) by donating to the campaign of a 

third-party candidate 
C) by voting 
D) by signing a recall referendum 
E) by joining a social movement 

19) How is political participation defined? 
A) as the capacity of individuals {or 

groups) to exert their own political will 
B) as all the activities used by citizens to 

influence the selection of political 
leaders or the policies they pursue 

C) as a measure of the minimum 
requirements needed to vote 

D) as a theory of how democracies work 
E) as all the activities used by citizens to 

socialize their children to the political 
process 

20) The textbook classifies political participation 
into two broad types. What are they? 

A) casual political participation and causal 
political participation 

B) conventional political participation and 
unconventional political participation 

C) reliable political participation and 
unreliable political participation 

D) elitist political participation and 
pluralist political participation 

E) productive political participation and 
nonproductive political participation 

21) When do blacks participate more in politics 
than whites? 

A) when they live in the South 
B) when they send their children to 

parochial schools 
C) when their levels of education are equal 

to those of whites 
D) when they are heads of households 
E) when their levels of income are equal to 

those of whites 
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22) Of the following statements about the 1936 
Literary Digest poll, which predicted 
Roosevelt's defeat for reelection, which is 
true? 

A) The poll oversampled the upper middle 
class and the wealthy. 

B) The poll undersampled Republican 
voters who owned neither telephones 
nor automobiles. 

C) The poll excluded owners of 
automobiles and telephones. 

D) The poll undersampled middle-class 
voters who owned telephones. 

E) The poll oversampled groups heavily 
Democratic in orientation. 

23) The media act as a(n) between the 
people and policymakers. 

A) key linkage institution 
B) unappreciated mediator 
C) negative element of democracy 
D) necessary evil 
E) sole form of communication 

24) Reapportionment occurs once a decade, after 
every census. Why? 

A) to reallocate seats in the House of 
Representatives, based on each state's 
proportion of new legal permanent 
residents 

B) to reallocate seats in the House of 
Representatives, based each state's 
proportion of party-affiliated voters 

C) to reallocate seats in the Senate, based 
each state's proportion of the population 

D) to reallocate seats in the House of 
Representatives, based on each state's 
proportion of the population 

E) to reallocate the number of 
nonimmigrant visas apportioned to 
each state, based on each state's 
proportion of the immigrant population 



25) Civil rights activists in the 1960s used the 
media to show Americans the injustice of the 
treatment of minorities, successfully placing 
the civil rights issue onto the ___ _ 

A) civil agenda 
B) policy progress report 
C) equality agenda 
D) civil progress report 
E) policy agenda 

26) Which of these statements aligns with Jacobs 
and Shapiro's research on how politicians use 
public opinion polls? 

A) Politicians use public opinion polls to 
try to be right about issues of public 
policy. 

B) Politicians use public opinion polls to 
identify public policies that have the 
broadest popular appeal. 

C) Politicians use public opinion polls to 
tell them how to vote. 

D) Politicians use public opinion polls to 
strengthen their messages to the public. 

E) Politicians use public opinion polls to 
identify centrist approaches to public 
policy. 

27) The ideological gap between men and women 
is evident at the polls, where women are more 
likely than men to cast their ballots for which 
type of candidate? 

A) Republican candidates who support 
higher levels of spending on the 
military as opposed to spending on 
social services 

B) Democratic candidates who support 
neither higher levels of spending on the 
military nor on social services 

C) Republican candidates who support 
higher levels of spending on social 
services as opposed to spending on the 
military 

D) Democratic candidates who support 
higher levels of spending on the 
military as opposed to spending on 
social services 

E) Democratic candidates who support 
higher levels of spending on social 
services as opposed to spending on the 
military 
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28) Of the following forms of political 
participation, which is more likely than the 
others to be classified as unconventional? 

A) voting for a third-party candidate 
B) gathering signatures for a proposed 

ballot measure 
C) staging a sit-in 
D) running for an unopposed office 
E) signing a petition in a school parking lot 

29) James is embarrassed to admit that he does 
not know the names of his state's senators nor 
which party the governor of his state belongs 
to. He could not find the country of 
Afghanistan on a map if his life depended on 
it and rarely reads the news. He has voted 
only once and has forgotten most of every 
civics lesson he ever learned. James knows 
that he is not the only American so ill 
informed. Yet, despite James's surprising lack 
of knowledge, he is generally pleased with 
how well democracy seems to work in 
America. In this scenario, what does James 
embody? 

A) the "paradox of mass politics" 
B) the "weight of unconventional political 

participation" 
C) the "bandwagon effect" 
D) "public opinion shorthand" 
E) the "feeling thermometer" 

30) How does civil disobedience differ from a 
protest? 

A) Civil disobedience is voluntary; a 
protest is involuntary. 

B) Civil disobedience involves violence; a 
protest is peaceful. 

C) Civil disobedience is involuntary; a 
protest is voluntary. 

D) Civil disobedience involves 
unintentionally breaking a law; a protest 
involves intentionally breaking a law. 

E) Civil disobedience involves 
intentionally breaking a law; a protest 
involves intentionally getting attention 
from the media. 



Answer Key 
Testname: THS CHAP6-7 

1) E 
2) D 
3) c 
4) D 
5) B 
6) A 
7) A 
8) E 
9) B 

10) c 
11) A 
12) A 
13) B 
14) c 
15) A 
16) A 
17) A 
18) c 
19) B 
20) B 
21) c 
22) A 
23) A 
24) D 
25) E 
26) D 
27) E 
28) c 
29) A 
30) E 
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